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Minute seeds. Many plants have minute seeds which are dis-
seminated by being caught in mud that adheres to the feet or
other parts of birds or other animals.

Dispersal by explosive mechanism.
Many fruits are so constructed that they
explode when ripe and scatter the seeds.
This method of dispersal is frequently con-
spicuous hi members of the bean family,
where the explosive forces are due to
stresses arising from the drying of the
valves of the pod. The balsam has some-
what fleshy capsules which are very turgid.
When these are disturbed by contact the
segments of the pericarps roll up with con-
siderable force and in such a way that they scatter the seeds (Fig.
382). An unusual explosive mechanism is found in the squirting
cucumber (Fig. 383).

Fie. 382.   Fruit of Jm-

patiens balsamina, which

explodes   and   scatters

the seeds.   (X 1)

Fie. 383. Seed dispersal in the squirting cucumber (Ecballium elaterium)
After Baillon